FREDERICK LOWY WAS OFFICIALLY INSTALLED AS RECTOR AND 
Vice-Chancellor on November 24, 1995, in a uniquely 
Concordian combination of pomp and informality. 

The Installation ceremony, which took place at the 
University’s Fall Convocation at Place des Arts, was the 
centrepiece of a number of events designed to bring the 
new rector into contact with all the elements of his 
constituency and the wider community. 

In practical terms, Lowy took office back in August, 
and has been meeting as many students, faculty and staff 
as possible in a variety of venues, from the monthly 
proceedings of the University Senate to informal lunch 
time discussions called “Exchange for Change.” 


* new Rector Frederick Lowy 


After this initial period of getting to know Concordia, its 
institutional character and culture, Lowy and the senior admin- 
istration prepared to deal with several pressing issues, the most 
dramatic being the economic crunch facing the University. 

Lowy and Vice-Rector, Academic, Jack Lightstone, 
produced a document titled “Setting the course for our 
future,” which defines the broad principles guiding any 
budget cuts. The document has served as the basis of cost- 
cutting measures recently announced by the Faculties of 
Arts and Science and Fine Arts. It is also the blueprint for 
the smaller but more focused institution that Lowy sees 
after Concordia’s operating budget is trimmed by at least 
$40 million over the next four years. 
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Lowy settles in as Rector 


by Laurie Lack 


On the administrative side, Lowy has given his 
approval to an ambitious Continuous Quality Improvement 
programme (CQI) that will touch the entire administrative 
structure. Several CQI pilot projects have already been 
completed. Coupled with an early retirement programme, 
the University’s non-teaching sector will be down-sized but 
will also be renewed and transformed. 

Despite the gruelling schedule, Lowy has found the 
time to represent Concordia at several major conferences 
and meetings (including a recent personal appearance 
before the National Assembly Higher Education committee), 
as well continuing his professional commitments as a 
Canadian authority on medical ethics. 
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Brain chemistry: The research of Roy Wise 


by Perry J. Greenbaum 


PSYCHOLOGY PROFESSOR ROY WISE STUDIES DRUG REWARD AND 
addiction, and the properties of a chemical called dopamine. 

One of eight principal researchers in Concordia’s 
Centre for Studies in Behavioural Neurobiology (CSBN), 
Wise explores the properties of this naturally-occurring 
chemical, which appears to play a pivotal part in how we 
behave and feel. 

By measuring levels of dopamine, Wise hopes to 
gain a clearer understanding of how the brain functions, 
which in turn will lead to better treatment for drug 
addiction. 

“Dopamine plays a role in learning, motivation, 
drive, reinforcement, mood — in fact, almost all types of 
behaviour,” Wise said. About 450,000 of the human brain’s 
100 billion cells contain dopamine, which acts as a chemical 
messenger, or “neurotransmitter.” 

Drugs like cocaine and amphetamines are thought to 
be habit-forming because they artificially boost the brain’s 
dopamine in the brain, Wise explained. 


Having the right amount of dopamine is essential to 
our health. For example, Parkinson's disease, which causes 
loss of voluntary movement, happens when the brain does 
not have enough dopamine. Drugs like L-DOPA replenish 
the body's own dopamine and help alleviate the devastating 
effects of the disease. Neurologist Oliver Sacks wrote an 
account of his own experiments with L-DOPA which gave 
this phenomenon wide currency through the movie 
Awakenings. 

Too much dopamine can lead to schizophrenia. It is 
usually treated with dopamine blockers, although they 
provide only partial success and can produce side-effects. 
Dopamine blockers can cause symptoms akin to 
Parkinson’s disease; L-DOPA treatment can cause manic 
and psychotic behaviour in Parkinson’s patients. “Dosage 
is a real problem,” Wise said. “It’s a balancing act.” 

Wise has been at Concordia since 1969; he was the 
CSBN’s first director when the Centre was formed in 1983. 
In 1994-95, the CSBN received more than $1.2 million in 


grants from various 
agencies, including the 
Medical Research Council 
(MRC), the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering 
Council of Canada 
(NSERC) and the U.S. 
National Institutes of 
Health. 

Originally from 
California, Wise received 
his PhD from McGill 
University in 1968. He 
was given an award by the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and 
Mental Health Administration (USA) in 1989, and has 
published 180 scientific articles. Last year, Darragh 
Devine, one of Wise’s PhD students, won the Governor- 
General's Gold Medal for the best thesis submitted at 


Concordia. 
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Roy Wise 


Concordians join Ukrainians in AIDS education 


by Michael Orsini 


RESEARCHERS FROM CONCORDIA’S EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY 
Department have teamed up with Ukraine's National 
anti-AIDS Committee to deliver the message to that 
country’s young people. 

Education Professor Jon Baggaley led a six-person 
delegation to the fledgling republic, to find out first-hand 
how an educational tradition developed in Eastern Europe 
could be matched with modern distance-education, 
multimedia and desktop-publishing methods. 

The program brings together medical and educational 
specialists with Ukrainian musicians, actors and singers to 
present AIDS awareness messages to the Ukrainian public. 
Using the agit-prop methods of the 1920s, they travel the 
country by rail, spreading the gospel of AIDS awareness. 
The “AIDS awareness train” is equipped with a classroom, 
an exercise room and a disco. 

The team included a three-person video crew. They 
used a technique pioneered by Soviet film-makers, who 
made and showed health education films in towns and 
villages across the Soviet Union in the 1920s. 

Baggaley, who has advised several governments on 
AIDS education campaigns and continues to work as a 
consultant for the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia, said he leapt at the chance 


Jon Baggaley discusses the Canada-Ukraine project 


with Prime Minister Jean Chrétien in the House. In 
the background is Mark Bell, a Concordia 
Communication Studies graduate now working on 
Parliament Hill. 


to conduct the Ukrainian project, because few Westerners 
have observed this multi-media tradition in action. 

The project used computer-based response analysis 
techniques to gauge young people’s attitudes on sexuality. 
Using hand-held, push-button units, 384 students aged 12 
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to 27 were able to respond anonymously to questions about 
AIDS and sexual practices. The data were analyzed by 
computer in the students’ presence, and provided clues 
about the students’ level of knowledge and the issues on 
which they needed more instruction. 

Baggaley was heartened by the Ukrainian officials’ 
commitment to managing AIDS education at the 
grassroots level, a lesson he says the West would do well 
to learn. 

The Concordians’ visit to Ukraine was sponsored 
by the Canada-Ukraine Partners in Health program of 
the Canadian Society for International Health. The 
other members of the team were Educational 
Technology graduate students Marta Sadkiewicz and 
John Bentley, third-year Communication Studies student 
Helen Baggaley, and Educational Technology graduate 
Frank Roop. 

During the summer, Baggaley returned to Ukraine 
and Russia to attend meetings about the expansion of the 
project into other areas of community health, and the 
possibility of an internship program for Concordia’s 
Educational Technology students. 
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Awards of Distinction honour business leaders 


The eighth edition of the Faculty of Commerce and 
Administration Awards of Distinction luncheon celebrated 
the achievements of four outstanding Montrealers. 
Rector Frederick Lowy made the keynote speech at the 
luncheon, which is a key feature of the Faculty’s year and 
always fills the Queen Elizabeth Hotel's Grand Salon. 
This year, another event was added to the celebrations. 
A reception was held in the University’s downtown 
Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery to honour all 32 recip- 
ients over the years. The Awards began in 1988. 


ROBERT CHEVRIER 


Robert Chevrier is the vice-chairman, 
president and chief executive officer 
of Westburne Inc., the third-largest 
distribution company in North 
America. 

Mr. Chevrier sits on the board of directors of Les Fonds 
de Croissance Québec, Provigo, Quincaillerie Richelieu, 
and Les Boutiques San Francisco. He holds a Bachelor of 
Commerce degree from Sir George Williams University 
(1964) and a CA from McGill University (1966). 


Major curriculum changes 


by Cynthia Shannon 


DONNA SOBLE KAUFMAN 


Donna Soble Kaufman is a partner in 
the global law firm Stikeman, Elliott. 
Mrs. Kaufman is responsible for 
Stikeman, Elliott's antitrust practice 
a group in Montréal. She is a director 
of the TransAlta Corporation, and serves on the boards of 
the CRB Foundation, the Jewish General Hospital 
Foundation, and the International Development Research 
Center. She has served as chairman, president and chief 
executive officer of Selkirk Communications Limited, and 
as a director of Southam Inc. 
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SOL POLACHEK 


Sol Polachek is chairman and CEO 
of Magil Laurentian Realty corpora- 
tion, and majority shareholder and 
corporate head of Groupe Magil, 
whose operations include Magil 
Construction (Canada) Ltd, one of the largest construction 
companies in Canada. He has been a partner in the 


development of many office, commercial and luxury 
condominium projects in the Montréal area. 

Mr. Polachek is a director of the Urban Development 
Institute of Quebec and the member of a number of 
professional, engineering and construction associations. 
He has also delivered guest lectures at McGill and 
Concordia Universities and at Vanier College. 


KAREL VELAN 


Karel Velan is the founder of Velan 
Inc., an international leader in 
industrial and nuclear valves, with 
three specialized plants in Québec 
employing 720 people, and others in 
the United States, France, Portugal, South Korea and 
Taiwan which employ 600 more. 

Through the Velan Foundation, the family supports 
charitable causes here and abroad. Karel Velan devotes his 
free time to his lifelong interest in cosmology, with the help 
of the Cambridge Institute of Astronomy. His own theory on 
the origin of the universe is outlined in his book, 7he 
Multi-Universe Cosmos (Plenum, 1992). 


THE FACULTY OF COMMERCE AND ADMINISTRATION HAS 
concluded the first phase of a revision of its curriculum. 
A new core program was recently approved by Senate, and 
the department will now review all majors, minors and 
certificate programs. 

Today, the business community is looking for people 
with skills, not just fundamental knowledge, said Danielle 
Morin, the Faculty’s Associate Dean of Academic and 
Student Affairs, who oversaw the mammoth revision project. 

These skills include communication, critical 
thinking, team-work, computer literacy, leadership, 
entrepreneurial skills, adaptability in a changing environ- 
ment, and the ability and inclination to be informed. 

The revised core is modern and up-to-date, Morin 
said. It will develop skills throughout the program to 
better prepare students for the constant change of the 
workplace. 

Overall, the core program has been reduced from 51 
to 42 credits. This will enable students to gain exposure to 
other areas of knowledge through electives. 


Three new courses will integrate material presented 
throughout the program. In the past, students tended to 
accumulate pieces of a puzzle without ever putting them 
together to see the whole picture. External appraisers 
wanted to see integration between different functional 
areas, or disciplines, such as management, accounting, 
finance and marketing, so that a student would become 
not just a specialist, but a fully rounded manager. 

The new integration courses are Contemporary 
Business Thinking, Strategy and Competition (first 
year), Strategy and Competition (second year) and 
Entrepreneurship (third year), The first-named course 
promises to develop students’ critical thinking, crucial to 
success in the rest of the program, not to mention in 
their future careers. The Entrepreneurship course 
recognizes that many students will go to work in family 
business, or start their own. A fourth course, called 
Markets, focuses on the history, operations and relation- 
ships of the product, labour and financial markets in 
Canada and abroad. 


The new core cur- 
ticulum includes ethics in 
at least three courses. 
Students will have to take 
Business Communications 
in the first semester, 
but only one statistics 
course, instead of two. 
Notably, the program will 
require incoming 
students to be computer- 
literate. 

The review process began three years ago with an 
internal appraisal, followed by two external appraisals. 
The last review of the curriculum had been 15 years ago. 
The new program will be in place next September, and a 
completely revitalized curriculum, including majors, 
will be in place for the fall of 1997. 


Danielle Morin 
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Advisory Board for Engineering 


THE FACULTY OF ENGINEERING AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 
launched its first External Advisory Board recently. The 
34-member Board hopes to forge stronger links between 
academics, industry leaders and government. 

Growth in technologies related to science and 
engineering demands that engineering education meet the 
needs of the global community. “Success now means being 
one of the best, not in your town or country, but in the 
world,” said board president Morrel Bachynski. 

The External Advisory Board comprises an executive 
committee and five departmental working groups, one 
affiliated with each of the academic units within the Faculty. 


The members of the executive committee are: 

Morrel Bachynski (President) 

Louise Quesnel (Vice-President) 

Leo Goldfarb (member, Concordia Board of Governors) 


M.C. Péloquin & C. Fleury 


Donat Taddeo (Dean, Faculty of Engineering and 
Computer Science) 

Daniel Gilbert (Chair, Centre for Building Studies 
Working Group) 

Jacques McDonald (Chair, Civil Engineering Working Group) 


Rajiv Pancholy (Chair, Computer Science Working Group) 
Gilles Deshamais (Chair, Electrical and Computer Engineering) 
Louis Chénevert (Chair, Mechanical Engineering) 

Each Departmental Working Group includes three 
members from outside the University, a graduate of the 
department, and the chair of the department. 

Centre for Building Studies: Daniel Gilbert, Mounir 
Batty, Lora Pasqualetto, Sol Polachek and Paul Fazio. 

Civil Engineering: Jacques McDonald, Robert Frederking, 
Vlad Gocevski, Normand Morin and Mamdouh El-Badry, 

Computer Science: Rajiv Pancholy, Francois Gariépy, 
Anthony Gentilcore, Ann Logan and Clement Lam. 

Electrical and Computer Engineering: Gilles 
Desharnais, Sven Borgstrém, Stephen Mariano, Marshall 
Moreyne and Charles Giguére. 

Mechanical Engineering: Louis Chénevert, Gerald 
Bush, Pierre Goulet, Paul Langdell and Suong Hoa. 


Future engineers groom the Future Car 


by Donna Varrica 


FUTURE ENGINEERS STUDYING IN CONCORDIA’S FACULTY OF 
Engineering and Computer Science have performed 
exceptionally well in the past several years in several 
high-profile, alternative-fuel auto competitions. The 
next two years will see them compete against the best 
U.S. universities in the Future Car Challenge. 

Concordia’s team represents the only Canadian 
institution among the 12 top North American engineering 
schools. 

The competition is sponsored by the U.S. Department 
of Energy and the U.S. Council for Automotive Research, 
and is a joint research venture between the Big Three: 
Chrysler Corp., Ford Motor Co., and General Motors. 

The Concordia engineering student team will 
transform a Dodge Intrepid into a “Future Car” Two annual, 
week-long design and performance evaluations will be 
conducted in June 1996 and 1997. Results will be 
announced after each evaluation. 

The students will use technologies developed by the 
Big Three and the U.S. government to make possible a 
vehicle offering up to three times the fuel efficiency of 
today’s mid-sized car, while maintaining the price, 
performance and utility currently available. Concept cars 
are targeted for the year 2000 and production prototype 
vehicles by 2004. 

The team’s faculty advisor is Mechanical Engineering 
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Professor Tadeusz Krepec. “It 
is clear that the task put 
before the students is very 
difficult,” he said. “Their 
selection was based on the 
proposal they submitted for 
the car’s conversion. 

“Also, the judges — 
whose criteria stated that 
the 12 schools to be selected 
would represent the very 
best automotive talent in 
North American colleges 
and universities today — 
took into 


account Concordia’ Future Car Challenge team, from left: Luc Archambault, Rob Caldwell, Mike 


Concordia’s successes in etsche, Luciano Martin, Anthony Mainella and George Metrokos (with the laptop). 


previous years.” 

Those successes are substantial. In 1989, Concordia’s 
team placed second in the Methanol Marathon with a 
converted Chevrolet Corsica. It placed third in 1991 and 
first in 1992 in the Natural Gas Vehicle Challenge with a 
GMC Sierra pick-up truck. And the team placed third in 
1993 and sixth in 1994 in the Hybrid Electric Vehicle 
Challenge with a Ford Escort station wagon. 

The task of building the Future Car does not daunt the 
team. They are already up to their elbows in grease, taking 


the car apart in the basement of the Henry E. Hall Building. 
‘Two of the project's student co-ordinators, George Metrakos 
and Mike Pesci, are making their own promotional tour to 
drum up support for Concordia’s work. 

As Pesci told Royal Orr on CBC’s Daybreak, “This is 
our fifth project in this type of conversion. Concordia is a 
big name in this field. Whenever we go to the United States 
and people ask where we are from, they say ‘Concordia? 
Really? That’s fantastic!” 
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Thesis in a gar 


by Phil Moscovitch 


WALK THROUGH THE GATE INTO PAINTING AND DRAWING 
Professor Elise Bernatchez’s yard, and you quickly realize 
that this is no ordinary suburban garden. It’s a work of art 
that forms part of her dissertation. 

Bernatchez recently graduated from Concordia’s PhD 
in Humanities program. Her thesis defence was held right 
in the garden, 

The presence of the artwork filling the garden is subtle. 
A pond with two concrete masks set into its sides bubbles 
quietly in the middle of the yard. Giant sunflowers spiral 
out majestically towards one corner. A horse’s head looks 
down from a tree whose branches are pruned to 
resemble wings. 

With her thesis, Bernatchez, who has taught at the 
University for 10 years, stretches all kinds of boundaries. In 
its written component, she explores the line separating the 
creation of works of art and the act of writing and talking 
about art. 

And not only does she define the garden as art, she 
“exhibits” it at her home. 

Sociology and Anthropology Professor David Howes, 
a member of the thesis committee, recalled sitting in the 
garden on the day of the defence: “People talk about being 


The flowering of Christopher Healey 


by Shira Katz 


CHRISTOPHER HEALEY’S STRUGGLE TO COMBAT CANCER IS THE 
subject of most of his paintings. The 24-year-old Studio Art 
student has acquired a BFA with distinction, thanks to his 
strong determination to succeed. He says that the support 
he received from Concordia, friends and especially from his 
girlfriend, Alice Cantine, helped him get through his six- 
month-long ordeal. 

In the 1993-94 academic year, he was co-president 
of the Studio Art Students’ Association (SASA) and a 
student senator representing the Fine Arts Students’ 
Association (FASA). He was taking six courses at the 
start of 1994 when he noticed some lumps on his 
neck. 

He went to Concordia Health Services and was sent for 
X-rays. After a week of tests, he found out that he had 
Hodgkin’s disease, which is characterized by enlarged 
lymph nodes. 

“T was faced with a decision. My student loans and my 
pride told me to tough it out,” he said. “Concordia Health 
Services were very helpful. They provided me with a lot of 
resources.” 
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absorbed by a book. Here, we were literally absorbed by 
the thesis.” 

Bernatchez’s relationship with Concordia got off to an 
unusual start. In the late 1970s, as a young art teacher at the 
Kingston Prison for Women, she applied to the MA program in 
Fine Arts, After a third application, Bernatchez was finally 
accepted. 

She completed her MFA in 1982, went on to manage 
alternative art galleries, and eventually decided to do an 
MBA at Concordia. 

One of the things that had disturbed her about the art 
she saw around her was a political naiveté based mainly on 
ignorant business-bashing, 

Before completing the MBA, Bernatchez transferred 
into the doctoral program in Administration. In 1992, she 
switched to Humanities. 

Although she treated her foray into administration as 
“an ethnographic study” which would help her understand 
“the business mind,” Bernatchez came away from the 
experience with ‘‘a much greater respect for people in busi- 
ness, and their creativity and their faith, something that 
was missing in the art world — a kind of optimism.” 

Bernatchez decided from the start that her dissertation 


Hospital visits combined with two weeks a month in 
bed are not the norm for most Concordia students. Healey 
told all his professors and classmates about his illness and 
quit his job at Café X, but he stayed on the executive of FASA. 

But the side-effects from the chemotherapy affected his 
concentration. “I was sick, on average, for two weeks a month, 
and I'd be dragging myself to classes.,” he said. Nonetheless, he 
finished Concordia with a grade-point average of 3.75 last year. 

“The professors and Student Services were all amazing. 
If there was an academic or technical problem, such as 
registration, they waited until I was well,” he said. 

Healey completed a series of 13 paintings, many of 
them self-portraits, which were displayed in the VAV Gallery. 
Titled Crisis of the Vessel, they included paintings started 
when he was on chemotherapy and completed when he 
was feeling well. 

Healey has sold most of his work, and he even donated 
a painting to Concordia’s Lonergan College as a way of 
thanking them for their support. 

Healey said that now that he feels much better, he is 
looking forward to spending more time painting and being 
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had to include a work of art. But when it came time to 
decide just what to do, she was stuck. Finally, she decided 
to do some work on her garden, and began digging a hole 
for a pond. 

“While digging a pond,” she wrote in her dissertation, 
“T found that a thesis can be much like a garden, and that 
what connects them is art.” 


Chris Healey in his studio with a self-portrait from 
his series The Flowering God Machine. 


with his two-year-old son. He still has to go for tests, but the 
cancer is probably gone. He said he would like to do a 
Master's degree, 

“One thing for sure that came out of this ordeal was 
dammit, I want to be an artist.” 
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TESL to help South African university 


TESL PROFESSOR FLORENCE STEVENS AND DEAN OF ARTS AND 
Science Gail Valaskakis recently got approval for a 
collaborative project between the TESL (Teaching English 
as a Second Language) Centre and a university in what was 
until recently a black South African homeland. 

Approval in principle was announced in January for 
the project, which will be managed by the Association of 
Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) and funded by 
the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) to 
the tune of $600,000. Approximately $900,000 more will be 
supplied in kind by Concordia and the University of the 
North, QwaQwa branch (Uniqwa, for short). 

The germ of the project was sown in 1991, when 
Stevens was a professor of Education and worked with 
Lekhotla Mafisa on his Master’s in Child Study. It was 
Mafisa’s first time away from his home. 

QwaQwa is no bigger than the Island of Montréal, 


by Donna Varrica 


with a population of about 500,000. The regional government 
spends 34 per cent of its budget on education, and has built 
its system only in the past decade. The homeland (one of 
several nominally autonomous all-black regions which 
were scattered across South Africa) was on the border of the 
large and prosperous Orange Free State, where black 
children could not get a free education beyond Grade 4. 
Despite the end of apartheid, much catching-up must 
be done. 

Concordia’s proposal to CIDA was blunt and ambitious 
about the scope of the work ahead. “The ultimate goal of 
this project is to raise the quality of the entire educational 
system of the region,” it said in part. Emphasis will likely 
be given to improving the qualifications of university 
faculty and those at the three teachers colleges. English as 
a Second Language will be an important element at all 
levels of the educational system. 


TESL Professor Florence Stevens with Lekhotla and 
Nisutle Mafisa in June 1993. 


The project will undoubtedly benefit from the experience 
of Concordia Education Professor Ailie Cleghorn, who has been 
conducting similar work with the University of Zimbabwe. 


Concordia tops national accountancy 


FOR THE EIGHTH YEAR IN A ROW, CONCORDIA’S CHARTERED 
accountancy program achieved a higher success rate than 
all other universities in Canada. 

The University’s success rate among first-time writers 
of the rigorous four-day Uniform Final Examination 
(UFE) was 82.4 per cent, compared to an average of 53.9 
per cent in Québec and 63.1 per cent in all of Canada. The 
examination, which was written by 2,947 candidates across 
Canada, 971 of them in Québec, is administered by the 
Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants. 

Six Concordia students in the Diploma in 
Accountancy program placed in the top 10 in Québec. One 
of them, Kimberly Miousse, placed second in Québec and 
third in Canada. 

In addition, Sophie Desnoyers placed fourth in 
Québec and sixth in Canada; Jean Stephan Yansouni 
placed fifth in Québec, 15th in Canada; Nadia Bernucci 
placed sixth in Québec, 17th in Canada; Adam 
Koniuszewski and Kashif Islam placed eighth and ninth, 
respectively, in Québec. 

Concordia students have performed exceptionally well 
in these exams in recent years, topping the national pass 
rate every year since 1988. Last year, Concordia’s pass rate 
was 80 per cent compared to a 53 per cent national average 
and 39 per cent for Québec. 

Professor Gail Fayerman, director of the program, says 
the success rate is due to Concordia’s relatively small classes. 


Some of Concordia’s most successful candidates in the chartered accountancy exams pose at a celebratory reception: 
From left to right, Kashif Islam, Adam Koniuszewski, Sophie Desnoyers, Grigorios Meligrigoris (a McGill University 
student who attended Concordia’s summer school and achieved the highest mark in Canada), Jean-Stéphane Yansouni 
and Kimberly Miousse. Missing from the photo is Nadia Bernucci. 


“They enable students to get a lot of personal attention 
from professors who are among the best in their field. The 
six students who placed in the top 10 in Québec represent 
10 per cent of the whole program; 57 of our students wrote 
the exam for the first time.” 


In Québec, only Concordia and McGill University 
offer programs specifically geared toward professional 
chartered accountancy education. 
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Engineering meets altruism 


A PROJECT BY A TEAM OF FOURTH-YEAR MECHANICAL 
Engineering students offers the promise of more inde- 
pendence and mobility for wheelchair users. 

Under the leadership of Professor Sam Osman, lab 
instructor Yamini Gessesse and five students in a 
Machine Design course are adapting a 1984 Honda 
three-wheeled scooter. They will attach either a fixed or 
a mobile chair to permit the user to transfer easily into 
the scooter from the wheelchair. 

David Gaucher is the client they have in mind, and 
the originator of the idea. He was paralyzed from the 
waist down in a motorcycle accident in 1981, only six 
weeks after he graduated from Concordia with his 
Bachelor’s of Administration degree. 

The relatively rare Japanese-made scooter doesn’t 
have any space to store a wheelchair, so it will be 
modified to allow a fixed wheelchair to be attached, with- 
in the constraints of safety, space and money, and allow 
its occupant to comfortably recline. The scooter must 
also ride safely at speeds of up to 50 kilometres an hour 
on Montréal’s potholed winter roads. 

Gaucher called Osman in the summer, and when 


by Sylvain Comeau 


David Gaucher (foreground) with the student team 
adapting the scooter. From left, Sal Moscato, Angel 
Vazquez, Issam Alsammak, Michael Lodge, 
Mohamed El Souessy and Professor Osman. 


the students heard about it, they felt it would allow 
them to combine engineering with altruism. 

The scooter adaptation is funded by Gaucher himself 
and by the Department. The Department contributes 
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between $600 and $1,000 for each team project, and 
Gaucher will pay for some of the parts, up to $1,000. 

In industry, a project like this could cost as much 
as 10 times more. In addition to about $2,000 in parts, 
a professional engineer could charge $13,000 for the 
design and testing that the students are providing as 
part of their course work. A machine shop might charge 
$10,000 for the 250 hours of machining required. 
Fortunately, machining costs are covered by the 
University’s general operating expenses. 

To keep costs down, the team uses standard mate- 
rials like aluminium and commercial steel. They 
started assembling and testing their design in the sec- 
ond week of February. By the end of March, they hope 
to deliver the modified scooter to Gaucher. “They'd 
better finish it by then,” Osman joked, “if they want to 
graduate.” 

The project is one of three Osman is supervising. 
Over the years, students in his Mechanical Design 
course have won awards in the Quebec Entrepreneurial 
Design Competition and the Canadian Entrepreneurial 


Design Competition. 


Student wins at film fest 


SECOND-YEAR STUDIO STUDENT LENA YERETZIAN WON THE BEST 
Experimental Film Award at the Canadian Student Film 
Festival for Fractures in Light. Her 12-minute black- 
and-white film is a representation of women in the 
media, and is partly an homage to Sergei Parajanov, an 
influential film-maker of Soviet-Armenian origin. 

Yeretzian says that creative freedom in Cinema’s 
studio program is responsible for Concordia’s innovative 
touch. 

Film Studies student Elie Castiel, who served on the 
jury of the student festival , said Concordia has always 
been strong in experimental film-making. 

Concordia was well-represented at the student 
festival, which is held each year as part of the Montreal 
World Film Festival. Serge Losique, the director of 
Concordia’s Conservatory of Cinematographic Art, is the 
founder and organizer of the international festival. 

Art and commerce do mix at film festivals, but 
sometimes like oil and water. Recent Concordia Film 
Production grad Laurence Green was talking to a U.S. 
film distribution rep after a screening of his short film 
Reconstruction at the festival, in August. He left the 


meeting with mixed feelings. 

“He said he loved my movie, but he couldn't buy it. 
There’s no market for it.” Green’s Reconstruction, a 
personal film about his own family secrets, is very 
uncommercial but seems perfect film-festival fare. 

“They really appreciate a film which makes a 
personal statement and takes chances,” he said. 

Other films found buyers more easily. Former 
Concordia Film Production ‘Professor Lois Siegel’s latest 
documentary, Baseball Girls, attracted interest from 
Canadian and foreign distributors, and played to packed 
houses. 

Another Festival regular is independent film- 
maker and Concordia Film Production graduate Bashar 
Shbib. His latest feature, Le Mule et les Emeraudes, is 
about the turmoil created in people’s lives by a jewel 
robbery. 

“Tt’s my own low-budget version of Hollywood jewel- 
heist movies. With a higher budget, I would have put in 
international intrigue and scenes on location overseas.” 

Like Green’s and Siegel’s movie, Le Mule, was 
presented in the Panorama Canada section, which was 


A scene from Curtains, a short film by Mark and 
Stephanie Morgenstern 


heavily populated by Concordia alumni. Film 
Production grad Mark Morgenstern co-directed, with 
his sister, Curtains, a short film that takes place back- 
stage at a play. 

Morgenstern is grateful that the Festival makes 
an effort to screen short films, which have few 
other outlets. & 
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Calendar of Events and more... 


A Newsletter for Annual Supporters 


Alumni Awards Donor recognition levels 


of Recognition 


Here are the 1996 winners of the annual Alumni 
Awards, all of them outstanding contributors to 
the life of Concordia University. 


Award of Merit - Humberto Santos 

Mr. Santos is chief executive officer of Desjardins 
Laurentian Financial Corporation and an indefatigable 
volunteer for Concordia. He earned his Bachelor of 
Administration in 1979. 


Recipients of this year’s 
pose al the banquet held recently at Montréal’s 
St. James's Club. From left, seated, are Lois V. 
Jackalin Stea, Humberto Santos (BComm 75, MBA 
79), and Alexandra E. Flynn. Standing are Rector 


Alumni Recognition Awards 


Frederick Lowy, Alexander J. Carpini (LBA 74), 
Professor Kim Sawchuk, Donald M. Thomas (BA 78), 
Emerson E. Thomas (BA 94) and Professor Sylvia 
M. Ruby. 


Distinguished Service Award - Alex Carpini 

Mr. Carpini graduated from Loyola College with a 
BA in 1974. He has been a committed and hard-working 
member of the Loyola Alumni Association and its repre- 
sentative to the Board of Governors. 


Distinguished Service flward - Don Thomas 

Don Thomas, BA ‘78, has served on the Sir George 
Williams and Concordia boards of the Alumni Association, 
and the Editorial Board of the Concordia University 
Magazine. 


Honorary Life Membership - Lois Jackalin Stea 
(Alumni Association-Vancouver) 
Outstanding Student Award - Emerson Thomas 
Outstanding Student Award - Alexandra Flynn 
Excellence in Teaching - Professor Kimberly Sawchuk 
(Communication Studies) 
Excellence in Teaching - Professor Sylvia Ruby 
(Biology) 


Photo 


Owen Egan 


Major donors to Concordia University play a 
key role in shaping the future of the institution. In 
recognition of their generosity, the University has 
established Leadership Gift Levels to underscore the 
importance of these annual supporters. Membership 
to each level carries with it a unique range of benefits, 
such as The Affiliate — a newsletter for Annual 
Supporters. 

Published bi-annually by the Office of University 
Advancement and the Public Relations Department, 
with the assistance of Marketing Communications, 
The Affiliate combines in a single University-wide 
bulletin, information about Concordia and its four 
academic Faculties. 

The Affiliate is distributed to alumni who make 
an annual contribution of $100 or more to the 
University (which may include a corporate matching 
gift), as well as to all other friends of the University 
who support one of the Faculty Development Funds. 
Our two gift level categories are: 


Concordia Supporters: donors of $100 to $249 annually 
Concordia Associates: donors of $250 to $499 annually. 

Concordia Supporters and Associates will also be listed 
in the University’s Annual Report on Giving published in 
the fall (unless anonymity is requested), and are invited to 
attend events on campus which are listed on the back page 
of the newsletter. 

The University offers additional recognition to 
Leadership Circle donors who receive the 
Leadership Circle Newsletter and invitations to spe- 
cial events. Membership for these gift categories are 
reserved for: 

Dean’s Circle: donors of $500 to $999 annually 
Governors’ Circle: donors of $1,000 to $1,999 annually 
Rector’s Circle: donors of $2,000 or more annually, 

If you wish to obtain more information about 
these Leadership Gift Levels, please call the Office of 
University Advancement at (514) 848-4856, or by 
e-mail: advdept@coral.concordia.ca. 


Arts and Entertainment 


THE CONSERVATORY OF CINEMATOGRAPHIC ART 
JA. de Séve Cinema 
JW. McConnell Building 
1440 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West 
Tel: (514) 848-3878 
Regular presentation of repertoire films, open to 
the general public. 
Admission: $3.50. Please call for complete daily listing. 


THE LEONARD AND BINA ELLEN ART GALLERY 
JW. McConnell Building 
1440 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West _ 
Tel: (514) 848-4750 
Gallery Hours: Monday to Friday 11:00-19:00 
Saturday 13:00-17:00 
Exhibition dates may change, so please call to confirm 


March 7 - April 16 
Spring Harlbut: L’Ascension 


April 23 - June | 
La Galerie Agnés Lefort, les années fondatrice: 
1950-1961 


June Il - July 20 
___ Undergraduate Student Exhibition 
- Concordia University Fine Arts Faculty 


August 15 - September 21 
Peter Krausz & Marion Wagschal 


September 26 - November 2 
Tony Scherman: Banquo s Funeral 


D.B. CLARKE THEATRE 
1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd., West 
tickets: $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and sen 
Tel: (514) 848-4747 


April 18 - 27 
Don't Blame the Bedouins 
by René-Daniel Dubois 
translated by Martin Kevan 
directed by Jean-Frédéric Messier 


CONCORDIA CONCERT HALL 
7141 Sherbrooke St. West 
Tel: (514) ee 


April 27, 8:00 p. mn. 
The Log of the oe Wife — music/theatre 


May 30, 7:30 p.m. 
A Benefit Spring Concert with Geri Brown 


————— SS SSS 
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